LCKFI

p Socialist Fight

maﬁﬂlﬁmmmﬂ No. 13 Summer 2013 Price: Waged £2)3) Concessions: 50p

ConDems decimate the Welfare State

‘ ; . The British Medical Journal:

f//ﬁOn 1 April 2013 the 1
into place to show that everything has to be

put out to competitive markets by CCGs

[clinical commissioning groups] and the na-

. tional commissioning board. That will create

¥ right now, it also potentially makes the priva-
tisation irreversible

"The three main fAreforrt
are:

A The replacement of ¢
council tax support, estimated to cost 2.4 mil-
lion families in England an average of £2.60
“““E' per week. The coalition says the council tax
Iment.

A An -ocoupation penalty (bedroom tax)

Is expected to cost 660,000 families an average
of £14 per week. The government says 1.8 mil-
lion people are on council house waiting lists.

A An overall househol ¢
for a family with children, is expected to affect
56,000 households with an average cut of £93
per week.
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Socialist Fight where We Stand

Socialist Fight is a memberlWE STAND WI TH KARLwoMAgReKss to tha poktical agenda of the
of the Liaison Committee  emancipation of the working classes muystttybourgeois reformist leaders of the
for the Fourth International e conquered by the working classes thebabour party and trade unions
selves. The struggle for the emancipafiove support the fight of all the specially
of the working class means not a struggdppressed; Black and Asians, women, les-
for class privileges and monopolies but flsians and gay men, bisexuals and trans-
equal rights and duties and the abolition génder people against discrimination in all
al | class rul ed ( Tisdorms and theirrright to orgaaide sepés r k
The Editorial Board is: mends Associ ati on Taly# that Gghtrinesociety asR whoke.sln) .
o 2The capitalist state consists, in the Igsarticular we defend their right to caucus
Tony Fox, Ray RISINg, analysis of rulingass laws within a judi-inside trade unions and in working class
Charlie Walsh, Carol cial system and detention centres oversqmsiitical parties.
Foster. Ailish Dease by the armed bodies of police/army wB&Ve recognise that class society, and capital-

’ ¥ are under the direction and are controllédm as the last form of class society, is by
Laurence Humphrles in acts of defence of capitalist propertys nature patriarchal. In that sense the
and Aggie McCallum. rights against the interests of the majorioppression of women is different from all

; of civil society. The working class musither forms of oppression and discrimina-
Contact: PO Box overthrow the capitalist state and replaceiitn. Because this social oppression is inex-
59188, London, NW2 with a workersd st gitasly tiech ® erivateo propeite and dts a t
9LJ, Social- soviets/ workersd c mhentancel te achieve fslluspxpal, esecial t
ist Fight@yahoo co.uk inevitable counteevolution of private and economic freedom and equality for all
— "7 capitalist profit against planned productiowe need to overthrow class society itself.
Signed articles do not for the satisfaction of socialised hum@we fight racism and fascise support
necessarily represent need. the right of people to fight back against
. 3We recognise the necessity for revolutioracist and fascist attacks by any means nec-
the views of the SF EB aries to carry out serious ideological aedsary. Sedfefence is no offence! We sup-
These are jUSt 8 of the political struggle as direct participants mort & No Pl atf or md f ol
26 . f th liti the trade unions (always) and in the masal on the capitalist state to ban fascist
pomts of the po Iti- reformist social democratic bourgeoisarches or parties; these laws would inevi-
cal programmeof the workerss part icapalisd e api ye ptrhenamr i pyo be u:
Socialist Fight Group leaderships when conditions are favousrganisations, as history has shown.
which can be found able. Because we see the trade unior8lve oppose all immigration controls. Inter-
- reaucracy and their allies in the LaboHgtional finance capital roams the planet in
’ party leadership as the most fundameni@arch of profit and Imperialist govern-

http:// obstacle to the struggle for power of thg,eng disrupts the lives of workers and
. working class, outside of the state forces
www.scribd.com/ P

T ] c¢ause the collapse of whole nations with
and their direct agencies themselves, )[/%e
doc/120298542/ must fight and defeat and replace them : )
Iraq and Afghanistan and their proxy wars

eir direct intervention in the Balkans,
SocialiskFightWhere with a revolutionary leadership by mobilis- _ _ _
WeStand ing the base against the -papitalist bu- in Somalia and the Demaocratic Repu.bllc of
reaucratic misleaders to open the way féfe Congo, etc. Workers have the right to
Gerry Downing has re- ward for the str ug geldheif lghourunteinatienally hefeveiw e r
signed from the EB of 4We are full in support of all mass mobiliséhey get the best price. Only union mem-
tions against the onslaught of this reactiobership and pay rates can counter employ-
SF. He has been re- ary ConLib Dem coalition. However, ers who seek to exploit immigrant workers
placed by Tony Fox whilst participating in this struggle we willg cheap labour to undermine the gains of
oppose all policies which subordinate tibeast struggles.

with the Liga Comunista of
Brazil and the Tendencia
Militante Bolchevique of
Argentina.

Leon Trotsky: | am confident of the victory of the Fourth International; Go Forward!
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of use to those in the SWP_con Rest of the World: £18.00 * X
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Jim Kelly, Andy Newman and Sean McGovern witchhunt the Left
In Unite By Gerry Downing

This is a shockingly reactionary witch hunting seriés.éfhdy Newman: Doné6t forget Ger |
postings, attacking Jerry Hicks, the SWP and ChrispgeastdRecently pursued for libel by UNITE official Wayne
But the attack on Gerry Downing is by far the worst. &&an(l find that name hard to believe too, what were his
McGovern denies Brianthedog is Jim Kelly but tparent thinking?), and then | understand recently sacked
really is no doubt he is. He could try suing the Sodralisthis job on the buses for verbally abusing a passenger
Fight to protect his anonymity! [1] travelling with a mentally distressed child.
Note: the names on top of some posts are quotdsis the fucking A team
from previous posts. The poster is beneath each postibel? It is an anfiee speech law for the rich! Also, judge
and jury on Gerry Downing,
3lo0Unite is a gener al wodowmre sagsda lat abdout you. Instinetively sideawithy theo
members earn anything from around £25,000 to manager/privileged class, says a lot about your class loyal-
A60, 000+ for senior gradiess in some sectorso
OK, so a small minority of members might earn over Posted byarren Cahil
£26,000 (and how many of them will be working man§7. #65 Calling for a trade unionist to be sacked whilst
hours of overtime or working very unsocial hours to datowingly spreading all over the place nasty lies (HR at a
this sort of money), but far more will be likeImé m #ogistics company unrelated to Downing even reprinted
bus driver working for the UKs largest bus operator amd llies and spread them around the workplace during a
earn just less than £18000. And when | talk to my wadispute in an effort to undermine the members and Mr
mates about the GS wage they are astounded and skaogedhat you know will severely damage their reputa-
- its just wrong and to argue that just because the joltion, career and cause grievous upset to them, their family
volves a lot of responsibility the pay should be enormousd t heir union is not the
is no different to the argument used by bankers, companwe of a coward and someone who thinks they are ac-
directors, etc. countable to no one. I t 0s
Posted byrour Goals March, not need for a trade union but no wonder Downing is

Andy Newman follows up the witchhunton Jerry Hi ckds right hand man. _
Hicks, the SWP and Chris Ford by launching theMr Cabhill can stay in the cesspit and try and defend this

following vile witchhunt on Gerry Downing: gtgttélg t\;v;r\i,;ﬁ?rgéigler not.

61.Brianthedog: The rape scandal SWP and Chris—ch “Darren Cahit Libel? It is an aﬂee speec I?W for

Dondét forget Gerry Down T Riso Sichidk RS hiuky Ce 1 P U
for libel by UNITE official Wayne King (I find that narlrpei o 'Seo’ J Wé;e :’id Y y 'iyrDeW”'Qgé Pévc;l:]nﬁ’g
[
rgt

. . P
hard to believe too, what were his parent thm_klng.)? side with the manager/privileged class, says a lot
then | understand recently sacked from his job ory your class loyalties

buses for verbally abusing a passenger travelling What*about siding with people with mental illness, or

mesn:sgl?éﬁ;eszetcé grmld' does a working class hero like Downing trump a disabled
9 person from our class?

Posted byAndy Newmd®8 March, 2013 at 10:09 pm 69.#68 666 Or calling for a
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trade unionist to be sacked on the basis of a congole¢e potential child protection situations?

pack of lied its f**king vile. | guess we will have to wait for the evidence brought out

I know where my class loyalties are its Mr Cahil wabtlie appeal.

confused here but he can carry on supporting and défested by urker

ing the deceitful liar that is Downing. 113#100

Posted byrianthedog Thanks for putting this pi

Having condemned Gerry Downing out of hand,t I ons ~and his concern for

Andy now is forced to examine the evidence anableé whether or not he read the situation correctly he
he half backtracks attempted to do the right thing. Travelling on public

transepor with ckpildren can be a fraught experience in it-

89. Andy Newman: | donodt t hink \1¥ .|V\ﬁlen B L VeEn.
. : elr. 1 suspaeé:t raveefllxg t a' chifd 'who has, 5035|bly,
:Eeeucgsg?/n?lci)swg\;\?r? hrzzseg; ctzg\r/::é)r/“conceded the fa@év%fre mental health issues on a London bus must be dif-
P ) ficult for all concerned.

nggg E;/\;aalmk? Actions of carers of disabled people can be misconstrued.
Gerr 36 owninass rd%s T V\/Ihaet we_see as hea ihgmdednescs C(Iauqu indeledsbe thg
y 9 P Best yso‘? dedliNg wilh' a>sitution 'I‘hen a%ailn, it.could
105. Mgnzﬂ. doesndt appear t Be it 12 Woret idTukia ton Rudidrda 9 okKe
having conceded that he ThEse %rg Giffhcul? d§e§nén¥s %o make®at fhe’ boeét B>

self as oconfrontingo 2 1ifle® Srd ger away from making them at the

It is a statement of undisputed fact that he was d's.nalssﬁﬂce of space and time that the Internet offers.

for being abusive to a passenger; and Mr Downin G

cepts that he oconfront ) ¥hign6ta _(Ig/lrpg’o§glarr. By
cusses how stressed he was Fove  Rowr =AY m, ¥ RES " ned
Substantially therefore, the facts of the case Wer?1 ?1(% popul arity competition;

- . : Ny ue having a pop at hi m,
really in dispute; had | been representing Mr Downing,. ,

A silissal out of the scenario.
then | would have argued that the situation was oyts| . :
: : % d byBombasticSpastic

the normal parameters that a driver is expected to_deal } - )
with, and that the particular stressful circumstanced figatreactionary Jim Kelly is unrepentant even
he had in his private life should be taken in mitigati@fier his lying scam is exposed:
would argue that it was an unfortunate coincidende%ft 122 o _
exceptional circumstances that are unlikely to reoccur aginele W_Ith_ you Andy that this is what the knpwn _Ilar
that are not relevant t Downifges insinuatingand e skowvld Jubstanjiatetitoor
more normal or reasonably foreseeable circumstanceghgiaw his statement. Unfortunately this kind of behav-
such dismissal would be disproportionate. iour is a hallmark of Downing. _ _
For what it is worth, | Whenyoupheel waythe thinrvenges afl hrotskygsm,sAntia
the decision to sack him was harsh, given the stressfafesriday armchair Irish Republicanism and faux trade
of the situation recounted, and his own personal cirgoign militant all you are left with is a very nasty and pa-
stances at the time. However, it would also seem teetie man. _ _
within the reasonable range of responses in such a&iM¥¢ 1 | t o make sure this is
tion that an employer might lawfully take. Mr Hicks he has two choices about his right hand man
There is always the problem for militant shop stevierdshis grassroots left group. Use his influence to imme-
that if the give management a pretext to sack themdihiety get Mr Downing to make a full and unequivocal

sacked they will be. apology to Mr King and also substantiate or withdraw his
Posted byAndy Newman press release that his dismissal is politically motivated or

Sean McGovern backtrack fully also having seeRUPlicly put out a statement distancing himself from
erry Downing and call on him to resign as secretary of

Jim Kelly is a liar: . . X

110#108 If, as | suspect it is, concerns about child \E’/[alq-irS] ar?dr o?Jrusirl)ehcg is d\]er;ir: r(s?i;l) Hicks an
tection are an issue in this case, it is not wise for conl"g%é%% b)BriZnthedBj March 201% at 1'2',43 m

to suggest management were right to discipline GD. tes ' =2 P

protection is the responsibility of everyone in relati 9 htto-//socialistunit Junit lectioni
their job role® not just the professionals. Are bus drivdls DitR://socialistunity.com/unitegselectionjerry

given any training? Are there any company policies %1ichmfgimﬁﬁgvr\ggggggﬁfé f:ﬁ?&igts
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Justice Deferred: a critiec
employment t” bunal I’efOI’mS Reprint from Morning Star 5 April 2013

By Adrian Weir, Assistant Chief of Staff, Unite Beecroftds proposals have f
The Enterprise And Regulatory Reform and the ute book.

Growth And Infrastructure Bills, both currently n d These include an increase from one to two years in the
the end of their parl]| quaifyirg periodea pvorkersmrist havedeeh with an em-
biggest change to employment law since the inti ployer before being eligible to claim unfair dismissal at
duction of the right to claim unfair dismissal mor ; the tribunal.

than 40 years ago, 6 s, JwstieDeforred: ; Andtheviritraductoe of fees o takenydur employer to the
Anna Macey in this new booklet. soBcalgudatothe ¢ punal means that even if
When elected in 2010 the government announc: f‘”m"" § R TTE vice you could have to pay up to £1,200 to have your
parliamentong review of employment rights whic Sribunel revorne case heard. The worker and employer representatives on

was initially conducted by the disgraced Thatche . * the Tribunal panel have been dispensed with meaning
peer Lord Young, who pronounced both on unfa our labour courts are now mainly presided over by a
dismissal and health and safety at work. judge sitting alone.

Thus far the review has mainly concentrated on These measures were only a taster as the authors show
weakening individual these isanore af the semeacoming down the tracks, in-
deregulating health and safety at work under the cluding a possible-ren of the disastrous statutory dis-
guise of the Lofstedt report. pute resolution procedure and the abolition of the worker

Although there is strong pressure from the Tory right wing the coatid employer representatives at employment appeal tribunals.

tion government has not, as yet, brought forward proposals on tratie unfair dismissal award will see the cap on compensatory damages
union law. massively reduced and while there are financial penalties for employers
The overarching principle behind the employment rights review ishtere is no enforcement mechanism and they are not linked to payment
change the law and associated procedures so that employers may daonages to workers.

to dismissal more quickly and that there will be less or no legal r&tiesepr omi se agreements are renamec
available to the worker. may be comffamd atbtedi 8mdo ssal by t h
In Mediterranean countries like Greece, Spain and Portugal that Tiaeee are proposals to repeal the statutory procedure for obtaining
been subject to an | MF/ ECB/ E Unfoaraton tb support,didcrireimaioh procaadings and taabolish thes b
changed in a similar way as an integral part of the imposed packesgpiwément for equal pay audits if an employer loses an equal pay case
structural adjustment. Britain seems to be the only country that isatrthk-tribunal.

ing these changes voluntarily. With all of this and more to come, the key lesson of this timely booklet
Al t hough originally di smissed sast hoakto n kse rysodu bsye e\ki nwoe kGad balceed § ups
what Renton and Macey show i shelhow many of Adrian oMr Wongabd

Construction Rank and File meeting Conway Hall
By Alan Hunter25/3/2013

his meeting was called to consider the issue of the sacking &rank Morris speaking from the Platform said it is for the Unite Stew-

FRANK MORRIS as Senior Steward at the Cross Rail site wardeeto get their confidence back, if Blacklisters are on the site we have
there is evidence of 18 companies blacklisted and all the CONSUh get over this Hurdle. We have to get blacklisted activists back on the
ING ASSOCIATIONS LIST OF BLACKLISTED EMPLOYERS. site.

Sharon Graham from the UNI TE @shn Sherglania Ursté ECdMenber saadrthatiwe Imad to fpavee s evarage
report on the campaign by Unite to target the Blacklisted listed insth@tegy that worked. Steve Atcheson a Unite Activist and a Blacklisted
Report. The report which is a leverage report on Cré8st&il She worker who recently won a court case over his own blacklisting said
explained that a campaign would be started to target ShareholdetsaBdacklisting was an organised attack on the working class and La-
contact all companies involved as a Crossrail BFk . bour movement, this is an attack on the whole Labour movement and
The objectives of the Leverage campaign would be to we have to send the project down. Other speakers said we need direct
%tfon to get our members back on the site and what is the TUC doing
about Blacklisting.

?trgvas pointed out that this was different from BESNA. Sharon Gra-
ham explained that Unite had organised 101 organisers on this project

3) Use Crossrail Leverage to as_sist the Blacklist Support group C&%e and th tfrom pril Djrect Action wauld be orgamsed
paign through increased expos 2Hbiing thed rossﬁrﬁretel ? 8‘, niresd and

viduals, together with the reemployment of Unite Activists.
In simple t thi i Il Unite Memb ked Peter Farrell said it was important to target these sites and Polish work-
n Simple terms this means getting all Unite Meémbers sacked Or Bf&-5re employed on these sites mainly as Building Labourers and we

vented from getting work and getting on the site. ) have to recruit them into the battle. Irish workers who are killed on
Peter Farrell, a UCATT member and member of the Justicefor { hese sites dondét know what their

Shrewsbury campaign asked what UCATT is doing, i.e. is there A im

1) Reinstatement of all Unite Activists sacked from the EIS Cont

2) Tangible enabling agreement for access to build member led
sation on Crossrail.

T hvolvement from the UCATT L eBﬁté| orta tto recognl ethattn%edt tle Or&(f%%e |S£2r§alct|or;4:ﬁe§se
olt is not for us to ask StEVﬁdo é’rsn hBI|dI qalg) @n% ﬁry
he is doingd6. Kevin William OU'EZA'I‘SI'Ern unfoﬂlsedV\él?aﬁ th¥ depafh on sklpéﬁ\m) &d S

union organisation was put back on the sites like CrBsstalve 4 kabourers has to stop and there needs to be a joint campaign in-

must put all our resources to ensure that Unite activists are back\}gR;I g both UCATT and UNITE. We ignore this problem at our
ing on these sites. peril .
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MARIKANA MINERS SOLIDARITY CAMPAIGN (UK)

i i . tal) - former LONROW once led by the late notorious Tiny
Campalqnlnq Demands. Rowland. LONMIN worked closely with the South Afri-

(1) Set up and international nofState Inquiry into 5 nojice in disturbing ways before and after the massa-

the massacre. This must establish what the Statge.

President knew about the planed shooting before ithe neocolonial South Afrikan ANC regime is also acting
occurred. End harassment of witnesses to the currenitn t he interest of South Afr
Inquiry class - created by theBlack African Empowerment pro-

(2) Sack the Minister for Police and the Commisgramme. This class includes well known ANC, NUM and

sioner for Police and the Prosecutor who brought th&OSATU individuals as well as members of the Mandela
dcommon purposed charge amily. Cyril Ramaphosa- key to this group - has since

: ; ; . . ._Dbecome State Vice President to Zuma.
Sz xi?ﬁgﬁr;%iponsuble senior police officer & mIrIIS_The state prosecutors dared to charge 270 arrested and

. . brutalized miners with the Apartheider a o0 c ommon
(4) Release all Jailed Miners and Drop All Charges , s s e 6 murder of those the sta

(5) Justice and compensation for the families of those ¢ n t of the worlddés medi a.
killed and injured d6suspendedd pending -trdated/mut co
(6) End Police Violence in South Africa. No morequiry. Arrests and intimidation of miners, their families

tear gas and rubber bullets for those who produce a#ind inquiry witnesses continue. That/nquiry carries no

the countrydés wealth. credibility. Government minister and others (Mines Minis-

(7) Put LONMIN CEO on trial for theft of National (€r Susan Shabangu, Labour Minister Mildred Oliphant,
State President Zuma himself) tried to demonise striking

Resources and murdered miners; to ceopt the deaths into traditional
gﬁé x?:::ahse (without compensation/expropriate) South Afrikan mourning rituals; to designate the death a
. 0tragedyd rather than the rep
Eurther !nform?t_'on: full responsibility.
Sign ontline petition at: Meanwhile, gatherings of more than six/6 people need
http://www.ipetitions.com/my/account police permission. And how dare a state led by Jacob
E-mail: marikanaminerscampaig- Zuma (declared by a judge on the basis of evidence to be

involved in a deeply corrupt dealings) bring charges of

nUk@qma”'C?m corruption against Julius Malema who is vocally opposing
Telephone: neo-colonialism. The ANC state is also using violence
07850 415892 and 07597 078221 against so called squatters actually land-seekersd and

SUPPORT THE PICKET AT SOUTH AFRICA other oppressed groups. South Afrika combines great

HOUSE. LONDON & EVERY THURSDAY  Wealth with shocking inequality: the richest 10% account
' 5 7PM for al most half of the nation

of the population lives on less than $2 a day. A quarter of
the labour force is unemployed.

: ; . . The resistance of the South Afrikan working people is ris-
Azania (South Africa) on strike for higher wages were Corihg: driven by demands for land (84% of S. Afrikan Land

ralled into a razor wired spaceand armoured vehicles ... i e hands of 12% of the pobulation) and a liv-
brought up. The South Afrikan police (SAPS) then fired o, "\ a0e  The objective must be foFr) Efrikan \3vorkers to

the miners, using live rounds from automatic pistols, POWy R e possess whatos rightfully -t

erful shotguns and assault rifles. 34 were killed instantlyhe failure of the National Union of Mineworkers (NUM)
and 78 ser_|ously injured: the gjeath toll has since rise o fight for its members has led to the creation of thdsso-
There is evidence that many miners were s~hot in the ch jation af Mineworkers and Construction Union (AMCU)
and on the grounadup06A opelrigdaGByTPUELS Bl social struggleThe AMCU, repre-
carried out using horses and helicopter/s. Medical helpsenting most of the LONMIN strikers (and those killed),
was denied for one and_ half hours. . . accused police of the massacre while tiéUM and CO-
The rulers of South Afrika were teaching working people ag, 7, jefended the police action, and tried to organize a
Ie_sson: that opposing the status qué even by demanding return to work on 1% August, the day after the massacre.
h'ghf” wagesd !nvolve_s the risk of death. T_hese_murd_er%ome Marikana miners accepted pay rises (between 9% to
confirm t_he ruling All|ance as a .”6950'0”'6_" C"q“? n 22%) and have returned to work. But this is not victory,
league with and doing the brutal bidding of mternatlonaljust minor high cost success on the bitter road to justice.

capital. The stru?gb?1 continues: millions are strikina and en ag?r -
0 k n

The UK is a willing party jloge 5 5 reSidanc® ith 'm&ss safkinds §hE m

major Iong—term role in thg shameless rifoff Of. Southern tool of worker intimidation in use by LONMIN and other
Afrikan minerals and precious metals. The Marikana M'necapitalist firms

is owned by LONMIN, the UK -based (with Chinese capi-

On the 16 August 2012miners at the Marikana Mine,

C
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Why Socialist Appeal, the Socialist Party and the AWL supports
McCluskey in the Unite General Secretary election By Laurence Humphries

he British section of the Inter|

national Marxist Tendency, i4
Socialist Appeal an opportunist ce
organisation deeply embedded in t
Labour Party. In issue 215 of their |
perSocialist Apptady report on a
recent speech Len McCluskey, Ge
Secretary of Unite, gave at the Lon
School of Econonm
McCluskey has moved to the left in"
response to pres
Nothing could be further from the

no rights under rule and are treated as
second class members.

Further on in the article Socialist Appeal
makes reference to N
a general strike. This nothing more than
posturing by McCluskey which most of

the left bureaucrats support. It is hot air
and is mainly done to give the impres-

sion & his members that he is going to
lead a general strike movement. In fact
thevappositd i$ true. Socialist Appeal
makes comments on the recent con-

truth; McCluskey is a bureaucrat w struction workers di
at times sounds left in response to - militant strike action across the pri-
pressure from his membership. He hEd Grant: political father of both the \ 546 sector including the BESNA

no intention of carrying out the policigg 2nd SA: They are still character- g0 < gispute of construction work-
1ISed by the same capitulation to the . . .
ersdé [5]. This disp

he advocates at these gaj[herlngs. BlTl'U bureaucracy so they both support i . ;
reaucrats are forced to feign left on \;.cjuske against the R+F candi- and file construction workers includ-

occasions. They {afélelryigkt. as s er t , ingSteveKelly and Jerry Hicks. It

main demand on a Labour Govern- defeated the original aims of BESNA

ment would be to restablish freedoms for Trade Unioaad the main Construction Employers who were deter-

to organise decide and maddeo attacktthe conddion$ ahd pay in the construction
Miliband and the leadership of the present Labour jpadtystry. McCluskey and his officials only became inter-

are no different from the Blair and Brown governmenésted when they felt the dispute was not under their con-

Miliband and Balls are determined to carry out the diktaks

of capitalism. Most Labour councils are cutting service§ocialist Appeal attempts to give McCluskey some

and making large sections of workers redundant. Notonee di bi I ity ol n this respec
Labour council has set an illegal budget or sought to pleers and has-fiecto became the leader of the left in the
fend council tenants, who are being evicted and refused c ent peri oddé [ 6] . McCl usk

housing benefits. McCluskey is part of this charade. of the RMT, Mark Serwotka of PCS and Matt Wrack of
In passing Socialist Appeal makes reference to thetfi@RBU are bureaucrats and they are not leading any-
eral Secretary Election in Unite, but fails to mention ttieng. Blacklisting, sackings and theusmbin laws re-

real reason why they are supporting McCluskey. Theneadasi n . Mc Cl uskeyds talk is &
no mention of Jerry Hicks, the Rank and File candiddaten t ends t o do nothing. That
who is standing against McCluskey in this election. Taetirunion laws means that all of these Trade Union lead-

di fference in the candi eraaretardiedpfedquestiatersandother finarttial peaal- f

one to see. 0 Rank and Hashne dofnot bave tre stomheh orrthe wilHto ecokdsct aw h
for All officials to be elected not appointed, a fight to s®rious struggle against the bosses and capitalism.
peal the atinion laws inthe UK andthe EUandleft These centrists then state
bureaucrat Len McCluskey who plays at revolution whitssented a militant stand against austerity and the coali-
endorsing the austerity programme of the bankers frisadgovernment. This support for McCluskey and the
Balls and Miliband and éuaeaucma is agliislegerythidgihat Tiotaky stood/fer a r
Socialist Appeal, which has pretentions to be a Trotsky-d f o uThénbureauasacy of the Trade Unions is the
ist organisation, covers up for the role of bureaucrati®ackbone of British Imperialism, The trade Union bureaucra
-elected apparatus in Unite. Socialist Appeal mentiotsh e chi ef i nstrument for yc
oCommunity Membershipd6é [emphasjgll have answered this s
ject in my reply to the United Left in SF 12. CommunitySocialist Appeal can trace its origins back to Trotskyism
membership is a device by McCluskey and the leadeafieipthe Second World War. Ted Grant, one of their erst-
to dupe Unite member who are Unemployed Studentshile leaders, was a member of the Revolutionary Com-
and others who are not in work that they have a real saynist Party. In the 1950s and 60s they performed a role
the decisions that Unite makes. That is false commuiatythe right wing in the Labour Party. When principled
membership is a second tier of membership in Unite Witliskyists were being expelled they refused to support
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Socialist Appeal, the Socialist Party and the AWL

them. When their members who
were now part
dencyd yaatredandwek-i
pelled from the Labour Party by
Kinnock and BI .
split into two sections over their
attitude to the Labour Party. The
majority, led by Peter Taffe, be-
came the Socialist Party and ab:
doned work in the Labour party.
Ted Grant, Alan Woods and Rol

ism remains very much the same as it
wasamhen Ernest Bevin was General
Secretary of the TGWU.
The Socialist Party has a trade union
aifm or rank and file organisation called
the National Shop Stewards Network.
| Itis heavily influenced by the RMT and
| its General Secretary Bob Crowe. It will
| admit to you that its role is to accom-
modate a section of
wing trade union | ez
Sewell formed Socialist Appeal RMT, the PCS, the POA and the FBU.
remained in the Labour Party It is not a rank and file body but the
where they faithfully defend and = Sean Matgamna, guru of the AWL. a self Voice of these left wing trade union
support the bureaucratic apparatus r oc | ai med Zi oni st leaders. Whenpusb comesitaa 06 Mz
in the trade unions and the Labouhoney from Co. Clare!). His capitulation to shove, these so called lefts line up
Party. They cannot be called Trotdmperialism outpaced Militant and Ted  together with right wing trade un-
skyist; they are a centrist and opp&tant in the early 808 the common pur-  jon leaders as was shown in the
tunist organisation who have decidége of the grovel in both organisations is recent Pensions debacle when the
to support McCluskey in his electighaPpease the TU bureaucracy to get  |gaderships of Unite, Unison and
campaign. Both the Socialist Party©™e Lebensraumior the cadres. PCS failed to give any proper lead-
and the Alliance for Workers Liberty ership and capitulated. There is
have adopted the same positions as Saocialist Appeahaunch talk of a General Strike but nothing in practice.
have supported McCluskey in the Unite General Secreliafiact McCluskey is supporting Wayne King a Regional
Election. Industrial Organiser in Unite in a libel action against

The Socialist Party insists in its statement on its weBsiterade Gerry Downing a Unite Bus driver and Chair of
ofthel®January that it wi | GraskRootglieft, a narkk andl file organisatian! McGluskey c
to McCluskey whatever that means and then proceedlsdos i nstructed Thompsons Un
argue that supporting a bureaucrat against a rank anciifléalist courts to proceed against Cde Downing.
candidate is the corr ec tMcQluskeyihasyiven ootick thdt dnpworker whob criticisés |

leftd, as | have ar gued anybofhiSdficidlswill find themsegivésyn caum, a \erly h e
Leftod. Mc Cl uskeyds pol idangeross pracedent to aoscedd to@ trade unientleaderi ¢
speech making, nowhere is there evidence that he hasfenGerry Downing has commented recently,
couraged his Unite members to oppose thelioth 0Obviously it is not just
laws. under threat but those of every TU militant who fights
Instead it has been left to rank and file shop stewaragainst the bosses and their defenders the TU Bureauc-
amongst electricians, Honda workers, British Airwayr acy 6 The task now is for &
workers to fight in the teeth of immense oppositionfroomi s so cal l ed 061l eftismd ir
the bureaucracy. Lenin and Trotsky were right whenthéyn al wor d t o Tr ot sky. O0The

referred to the rol e of stiuggk againstthedeft lackegssof lmpgralism, ibathgn the h
from the masters tabl e ¢ Trade W@ongandinthe €abousParby assbecdming aspee |
promise. Betrayals are the order of the day. SocialistFigatl | y ur gent nowd [ 8] .

is very clear on how we see the role of the trade union

bureaucracy, | eft or ri gNottss: OBecause we see the tr
bureaucracy and their allies in the Labour party leadgi3t8pcialist Appeal No. 215 p. 14

as the most fundamental obstacle to the struggle for [2] Ibid. p/ 14

power of the working cl §@pSdalist Flghtelo. &0 g.ital i st party,
Appeal and the Alliance for Workers Liberty make gré4ft Socialist Appeal No 215 p. 14

play about their support for rank and file workers, buf{B} Ibid. p. 14

practice end up supporting the bureaucracy, the maipejuiisid. p. 14

of the capitalist state in the workers movement. Thei[Tplerotsky,The Errors in Principle of Syndittgligm,

which is to police and control the trade unions for capit@lw.marxists.org/archive/trotsky/1931/unions/4
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The Socialist Party and the General Strike sy aian Hunter

t last yeards TUC Con g iThessssiotihersituBtion bgdausethis peoposabfor e gen-
moved and passed by the Prison Officers associatabrstrike is just another Hadfarted protest. The issue
and supported by ot her s her®isthakve @re dealingtwithecentripnr aadcréfdrngsan! i
gener al striked. Thi s p oltoisky yndenstoad battr these eenhdertiesantthed warking p
by the National Shop Stewards Movement, the industidlass very wel | : 0The main
arm of the Socialist Party. They favour a 24 Public Setsoeticence, its mediocre l&hdhalf nature. It keeps
general strike. This motion is now to be discussed at ¢jueng as long as it does not draw the ultimate conclu-
General Council of the TUC on Aprit2at whichthe si onso6 [ 3] . Further on Trot
NSSN intends to lobby. a gener al stri ke and ar med
The TUC is inviting two Labour lawyers John Hendgharpest form of class struggle; it is only one step from the
and Keith Ewing to bringemreamds aslty ikre how tdlee pgalmed
er al striked can be or ga Mrotske merfectlidanalyses théarele diitEad&eNinian readers
SPW are centrist organisations who have full confideand centrists whose role is to belittle, confuse and ulti-
in the abilities of certain Left wing trade Union Leadernately betray a general strike and ensure it leads to defeat.
like Len McCluskey of Unite, Bob Crowe ofthe RMT 9 An i mpl acabl e struggl e aga
Mark Serwotka of PCS and Matt Wrack of the FBU. attempted treachery and the ruthless exposure of the re-

In fact this is not a serious strike movement at all.formists are the main elements in the work of the genuine
recent times there has been many strike actions andifaegey ol ut i onary participants
demonstrations organised by the TUC, UNITE , PCSquestion of state power and its acquisition is posed during
NUT and others over pensions, but these protestshaze gener al stri ke. 0The fund
not amounted to anything and all of them have beingeral strike is that it poses the question of power point
abandoned except for the recent PCS strike whichwéisl ank 6 [ 6] .
staged just by one Union. Rob Williams chair of the NSSN and a member of the

There is no sense in which a one day 24 general stBIREW answers a readers letter in the March issue of So-
legal or otherwise can be organised under thesecondi-i al i sm Today about the gen
tions. We as Trotskyist must be very clear on the natamevafment was stalled and defeated by tkeusell the
a general strike. In the Transitional Programme Trotsk{JC and Union Leaders like those in UNISON and the

states Othe whole politiGiBI6 dJi7tjuatTihdm dass arowh cloe rie
characterised by a Historical crisis of the leadership dcfitigge out the lefts who were also responsible for the sell
proletariatdé [1]. The | eoatdne besrdyal pnitewas dnlinmportandfacton withgthec |

Britain is led by a bureaucratic and reformist leadersf@VB and UNISON in the pension struggle, but the
who have a history of class betrayal. The purpose of 8PEW does not criticise McCluskey or the others because
general strike is allied with the struggle for the conquést &PEW are currying favour and are allied with these
power and the overthrow of capitalism. The centrists lefts. Further on comrade Williams directly puts the blame
the SPEW are only interested in left reformismandadap- t he c¢cri si s onto the work
tion to the left bureaucracy. McCluskey one of the sopublic sector where the cuts have bitten deeply confidence
called lefts and a member of the Labour party is only ks been hit and consciousness has retreated from that
terested in the return of a capitalist labour governmet.e ady days of N306 [8]. He
If you look at the history of previous general Strikkeso ok by stating 0The rel ati
starting from 1926 you will see that if they are led by bist austerity inevitably gives rise to a review of our ap-
reaucrats they are doomed and ultimately betrayed. he oac h é [ 9] .
recent 198% Miners strike like the 1926 general strike I&@this perspective seeks to blame the working class for
to the defeat of the miners. In 1974 when the NUM stige crisis and not their leaders. This is a question of lead-
cessfully defeated the Heath government together witdhrghg and not whether the working class will fight. The
dockers and other workers the result was the return afiorking class is a revolutionary class and in this period it
another Bourgeois Labour Government. will test this leadership out, if it has no confidence in one
Trotsky in his writings on Britain analysed that a gedasaprotests it will wait and see. That does mean that
strike was not a mere protest as practised by the NS8Mrkers will not fight it means that that they do not trust a
oA general strike i f i trottenedrrupbamd reformmst leadership vehickehasta his-i g
extreme upheaval of society and in any event placestatry of defeats behind it. Most of these protests have only
stake the fate of the political regime and the reputatidseeh organised to show that the TUC and bureaucratic
the strength of the r ev ddadefs arefighaimgyBoth thegrightemad left[tr@de union

Leon Trotsky: | am confident of the victory of the Fourth International; Go Forward!



The SP and the General Strike

r

.3
NUW

leaders will betray and the SPEW has attached itself

coattails of this left bureaucracy, hoping that they wil

fight and defeat this Cdnberal Coalition. They are ve
much mistaken, as | have shown class betrayal, cow
and class compromise are the hallmarks of this bures

racy.

Genuine Trotskyists must work to win sections of

workers to understand the true significance of genera
strike and work to create and fight for an alternative
lutionary leadership in the working class.

The bureaucracy right and left must be challenged ab
exposed. We must show those elements in the NSSN

throw capitalism in a struggle for state power thattheyt j onar y

o MECT)

TODA
WIiNDM);
Miri g

i

26 Gener al Stri

regi me. 6

need to adopt a revolutionary perspective. Socialist Fight
and the Liaison Committee for the Fourth Internation&l) Ibid. p. 112
are fighting for this perspective.

Notes

4) Ibid. p. 144
5) lbid. p. 146
6) Ibid. p. 146
7) Socialism Today No, 166 March

1) Leon Trotskythe Transitional Programme and the FadRidef. 32
the Fourth International
2) Leon TrotskyWritings on Britaiml. 2 p. 62
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Trot
ere protest signifies an extreme upheaval of society

X . O any event places at stake the fate of the political
want to seriously fight the bureaucracy and help to ovetyime and the reputation of the strength of the revolu-

k e:

2013 lettads p.

PORTLAOISE
PRISON Portlaocise,
County Laois, Ire-
land

E-3
John Brock 6 Years
Dublin

Anthony Crowley 10
Years Cork

Bernard Dempsy LIFEE-2

Dublin

Aidan Hulme 20 YearsPerry

Co. Louth

Robert Hulme 20
Years Co. Louth

Jim McCormick 22
Years Co. Louth

Thomas Morris 6
Years Dublin

Fintan Pau
30 Years Co. Louth

Matthew Perry n/a n/a
Barry Petticre 5 Years

9) Ibid. p. 32.
i H Lurgan 20. Gerry McGeoughHydebank Wood
List of I_rISh 4. Damien McKenna - Co Tyrone Hospital Road
Repu blican - Lurgan 21. Francis Carleton BELFAST
. 5. Gary Toman Belfast BT8 8NA
Prisoners Lurgan 22. Packy CarteCo Marian Price
6. Brendan McCon- Tyrone McGlinchey
Belfast Michael McDonald 3(Ville- Lurgan 23. Michael Johnston
Declan John Rafferty Years Fermanagh 7. Jo_hn Paul Wootton- North B_el_fast '|\3/||§|CS;|(I)_[|:I|GAN
30 Years Co. Louth  Dermott McFadden nj _ Cralg_avon 24. Dominic Dynes Point Road
a Derr 8. Kevin Barry Nolan Castleblayney, oint koa
E-4 y - Co Cavan 25. Brian Cavlan ~ Limvady Co. Derry
Liam Grogan 22 YeargMichael McKevitt 20| 9. Gerard McManus Dungannon BT 49 OLR
Kildare Years Dundalk Letterkenny 26. Brian Sheridan  Noel Maguire
Darren Mulholland 22 Phillip McKevitt n/a | 10. Willie Wong Blackwater Town_ Liam Hannaway
vears Dundalk outh Armagh 27. Raymond White-
11. Tony Rooney  house Derry The Grove
DDljit:Iriin Mooney n/a | g cact 28. Raymond Woot- Castlerea Gaol
Anthony Deeryn/a 12. Martin Corey ~ ton - Belfast Castlerea, Co Ros-
Conan Murphy n/a | Lurgan 29. Thomas Maguire cOmmon, Ireland
_ . Louth 13. Joe BarrStra-  Belfast (IRSP) Eddie McGar
Cormac Fitzpatrick 9 bane 30. Mark Kert Derry rigle

Years Monaghan Li_am Rainey n/a An-

rim
Tony Hyland 25 Years

Dublin Maghaberry Gaol,
Roe 3, Old Road,
Tom Hanlon n/a Ballinderry Upper
Cork Lisburn, Ireland
David Jordan n/a BT28 2PT
1Y) Far r el 1. Brian Shivers
Tarlach MacD- Magherafelt
hémhnaill n/a Co. 2. Harry Fitzsimons
Louth Belfast

3-Sean I\I!r\f‘nn\lil_la

14. Jordan White-  31. Tony Taylor

house Derry Derry

15. Sean B2 Kevin Mlrghy
Belfast Coalisland

16. Ro b e-r t33.®éviN ¥arnbHA
Belfast Belfast

17. Martin McCloone Special Supervision
- Derry

18. Mark McGuigan
Omagh

19. Phil O Donnel

Unit - Isolation
Liam Campbell
Gavin Coyle

Johnny McCrossan

Pravieniskiy Patai-
sos Namais t Vv i
Kolantja, 208 j |
Valdyba, Pravien-
iskiy # K, Kai-
siadoriu r, LT®
56552, Lituania

Michael Campbell
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JOII’]'[ |RPSG/BI’eﬂt LRC mee“ng By Laurence Humphries.

his Meeting was in Conway Hall in London on 28 Febib@en active in campaigning on behalf of Republican political

ary. It called to: prisoners and has supported the Courfizarthez campaign in
fFree all Irish, Basque, Palestinian, Kurdish, Tamil, Naxali@ent.
and all Anti Imperialist Political Prisoners. Isabel Counihan from the Counikanchez family ex-
TPolitical Status for all Irish Republican Prisoners plained that they had been made homeless by Brent Borough

Council and they had been engaged in a fight for Housing
fimplement the August 2010 Agreement Benefit in which they had won. It had been very hard on her

{Free Marian Price, Martin Corey and Stephen Murney . . .

Gerry Downing Secretary of the IRSP opened the meetingctfg)'lgren who have bgen disrupted by the whole affair. Isabel ha_s

lively audience of over 50 people. He stressed that the fight o Auti st fcoson 1 n a sc hoo .l P

the IRSP was to free all Irish Re .ublican risoners and to Seek- o> to go and live in temporary Housing in Ireland which
" ; L ep pri ..~ Was not practicable as all her children are in schooling in Brent.

political status in their fight against Imperialism. The victimy

x - . Yo5bel herself was having hip surgery and it had been a very
o oo o o ot e o s JeleSing e and no cooperaton or sympaty ron e

. nity P abour controlled authority of Brent. She stressed that they are
porters in the British labour movement. It was clear that thﬁ

were innocent from the start, the Guildford 4 were not ev hting for other families in Brent, particularly when the Con

republicans but the framing of clearly innocent people had a(?]ms are attacking the welfare state and Housing authorities
p g y peop i ke Brent who dondt care are

even more terrifying effect. That is the case with Marian, Hébc'ﬁt,r e
M?g?mﬁﬁéegigdniipsh%nkgﬂggnt% campaian to free her f tﬁQ,ernake Rodrigo from the Frontline Socialist Party from Sri
P paig ika spoke about solidarity and the struggle to free Irish pris-

Mohammed Hamid and she explained that the campaign hoa ers of war and the human rights issue. The Sri Lankan gov-

\;vogiigtul\%ﬂgﬁ]?nrgrglﬁn;%i"am?(;Z%'iwgs#}'gg:?gfgperg'cseo{:)rqeeq ment runs Sri Lanka like a dictatorship and their attitude to
9 i fe Tamil population is very bad. Prisoners are locked up for 48

attacks on the Counih&anchez family in Brent. She said &irs. Tamils are gi” in custody fﬁmilies are not aIIowEd to
s, h o Eah e ha

had ofter got more suppor tvisi thefh Mo Ramdsre pr(vided, IN"Sri K& hereareho

from the Muslim communit§i. see below. ! . .
. . . . ._court appearances or charges against the detainees, many pris-
D|armU|d Maf: Dubhglais the AGisteor of Republican Slnrc1Jners are tortured and hospitalised. | would like to draw your
Fein, next spokesee below.

Graham Durham the Labour Representation Committeeattem'on to this situation. This is a leftist movement for the

London Organiser who is a member of Brent LRC which aPr%pPr[])ressed in Sri Lanka. It is barbaric action against the Tamil

sponsor the meeting. He told how, as a Brent Labour Cou%cn—omy; no one knows the number of prisoners incarcerated

lor in the early 80s he had supported the hunger strikers an the regime.

had gone to picket the Labour ministers who refused to suppo rtin Og Meehan of the RNU, was unable to attend be-
Bobt?y Sandg 8£u§ of the serious illness of a close relation but he sent a mes-

. , age of support (see below). There was a very lively contribution
M,’:l/ll’li;?]aF?II’iCHeOIi(rj]e: (r:”h S(I)rl%f g;]ed Iﬁfﬁtﬁgoggisi%zgt;?gi?]rr:ejﬁqm everyone in the room and a very successful Collection to
P : . §| the fight of the IRSP and others to fight for political status
leaders Adams and McGuiness had collaborated with the BIUSHe rights of prisoners all over the World. The call must do
state. Michael said that Martin Corey still remained a politi to freegall anti% erialist orisoners ' 9
prisoner. Stephen Murney was arrested last year. The IR as P P '

Speech by Diarmuid Mac Dubhglais RSF: despite several appeals for his release. Of these appeals, the one
A Chairde on July 9th 2010 would be most significant as it was in front of
Firstly may | say thanks for the invitation to come here anéhe highly renowned human rights judge; Justice Treacy. At this
speak on behalf of our RepWerRriicndn JUGWSH s, wWH # aLr¥e riud ceadr ct
ated because of the part they have taken in the ongoing stfiéjgied under article 5 of the Human Rights Act of 1998;
against the occupation of my country. These people would\rticle 5; Deprivation of liberty, and ordered his release, he
never have seen the inside of a prison cell had it notforthist st i ce Treacy also pointed ol

occupation and their opposition to that occupation. Iwildd enced, i .e. the evidence|  that
vide my time between 3 main headings. fence but is normally shown to the Judge was a book of blank
Firstly let me bring to your attention the case of Martin Pages wi th the words, oOthpe Sec

Corey; Martin is a 62 year old man from Co. Armagh, he @asi dence exi st so.
convicted in 1973 for his part in the killing of two RUC men,.Martin, his supporters and his legal team were understanda-

He was sentenced to life imprisonment and served 19 yed elated with this result and preparations were made for his
before being released. The British government say hewa§ -t urn. It wasndt until | ate t
leased on licence although he never signed any documenfi&gcat the gate, with all his belongings that he was informed

this effect. In April 2010, Martin wasareested and told his that the Sec. of State overruled the courts decision and grdered
license was revoked on the authority of the secretary of staiggcontinued internment. At present Martin and his suppporters

for northern Ireland. He remains in Maghaberry prison to @&geawaiting a date for the Supreme court in London to appeal
the Secretary of Stateds deci ¢
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IRPSG/Brent LRC meeting

Last year Martinds br ot h eprisoddoraitionsand ooke
compassionate parole to attend the removal and burial. Hige health of the
request was pushed from the prison governor to the courtPaddvé s . S a d
back. Eventually Martin was allowed out but only for 3 houtitably once the
and only as long as he was escorted be 2 members of Pr&]riOWd s ¢ a me
sional Sinn Féin ... protest the screws re-
Marion Price is another internee, her continued detentioneged on all aspects o
defies all logic and natural justice. This seriously ill womartheir side of the agree
poses no physical threat to the British state but they insistmre nt and t
keeping her interned. Thecalled British justice system haverere left with no alter- RSF Easter Monday 2013, Paddingto
gone as far as to keep her handcuffed to a hospital bed witltive but to return to Cemetery, Willesden Lane, Kilburn
both male and female screws constantly beside her 24 hoths dirty protest. Up to NW6, London
day, even during examinations. This past week a promineNovember 2012 the
priest from the U.S. visited her and here is a quote fromhB OW&6 s wer e still on protest.
report fested cells with no washing facilities, their own excrement cov-
OMy heart was broken and eriygwasllgdodrsaadflborsaged by how this
heroic Irishwoman has been treated. This seriously ill, lovelyThey were locked up for 23 hours a day and only allowed out
softspoken woman should not be in prison. Her persecutiame at a time. During their one hour out of the cell they h

=}

whet her there has, i ndeed,upand srip searchéd on thewvaypte and from coarigappe
in Northern Irelandéd ances; The constant strip searching is brutal in the extreme and
There are of course other internees; some interned by renendd one as a form of tort
on trumpeeup charge, Liam Campbell, who only last weekadbstact other than the screws and particularly while durin
courts refused to extradite to Lithuania because he wouldbeo ur t cases. I n November
held in inhuman and degrading conditions is still in jail despitgpended their protest when it looked like a body scannger was
having no charges preferred against him in the 6 countiestis be installed in the prison. This type of scanner has been
another whoos plight needsprogen towarkinaoports/prisons and various other secure
Next | wildl speak about tdreasaReagr thdwoildy @nce agaihwh@ BlIPS bRaak tracked, thea
Status was attained by al |screws pauesaid tlatthe scambaidseppliad atloeved certdine 1
Hunger Strike. The deaths of 10 brave men to attain that dtatas through unnoticed. It has to be pointed out though that
is well known to all here | am sure. Many others, men andthe scanners supplied were tested in other prisons and fqund to
women, had their health ruined and lives shortened asaresalr k per fectly well é 1n ca:
of this particular phase of the struggle. Sadly this hard woa WOW whose father died suddenly was refused bail altogether,
tory was sold out by P.S.F. (Provisional Sinn Fein) whenthelri s t o spite the fact that r
| ast prisoner was 71 el eas e dretanedf®m compassionatsleaved This was fist gnothegvine e
We now have Republican Prisoners struggling for the verydgaivne act on behalf of the prison ...
recognition; that is, to be recognition as political prisoners. Finally to the international struggle against imperialism and
They have four simple demands; solidarity; Because there the majority otatled independent
1/ an end to the brutal and degrading strip searching. 2/ fregedia are in fact aligned to different political parties, it is jm-
association. 3/ an end to controlled movement. 4/ a right tportant the those involved in various struggles, whether for

education. independence or against imperialism-apeoate in highlightt

I n August 2010 an agr ee me niigjust easses. @orecnments acbosstthey glabenarettrijireg toRtO W
and the NIO brokered be independent facilitators. Its file-the independent voice of the oppressed. The likes of the
damental Principles were as follows; Irish, Basque and Palestinian struggle are well known but it is

1. Arrangements are predicated on mutual respect;  getting harder for us to get the word out there that oppression
2. Prisoner and staff safety must not be put at risk; continues end injustice is an everyday fact of life. The case of
3. Arrangements should comply with human rights and Mohammed Hamid is known to us in Sinn Féin Poblachtach, in

equality requirements; 2011 the CPS attempted to use his case as a precedent against
4. Revised arrangements and procedures should be acbieymembers who was interviewed by Channel 4. The fact that
able and sustainable; people going out paibtlling can be used to infer guilt of ter-
5. Staff should be able to carry out their work professionatigt training is very worrying. This in stark contrast to a state-
free from harm, intimidation or threat; ment made in Dec 2011 where Jeremy Clarkson said he would
6. The security of the establishment should not be dilutbdye Public Service workers shot for striking. Comrades we
and need to build a strong aitiperialist movement where the
7. The arrangements must strengthen public confidencelight of ordinary men and women are put ahead of the rich
NIPS and powerful. From here today we should agree to highlight

The agreement set out in full, the steps to be taken by bothabk others ongoing struggle; as long as this does not impinge
POWd6s and the prison staf fonesuoowaminciples. r esol ve t he detlerio
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IRPSG/Brent LRC meeting

Message from Martin Og Meehan, Republican Net-
work for Unity:

Firstly though, I 8d i ke
We were established in 2007, we are a revolutionary rg
can organisation, committed to building a capable revol
tionary alternative to the failed politics of constitutional
tionalism and with a view to securing National Liberatio
Socialism for Ireland. We hope to carry out this task in t
spirit of International solidarity with otherdikisded strug-
gles, recognising that true freedom cannot exist in one (
try alone.
The Republican Network for Unity are committed to se
core principles, which | will outline below.....

RNU believe in the right of Ireland to National-Self
Determination is absolute, as recognised by the United Na-
tions General Assembly Resolution 15%d.believeinthet hat t he Briti sh destroyled a
struggle for National Liberation, Territorial, Social and Eoangage in an 18 mosting DirtyProtest. Throughout
nomic Freedom are elements of equal importance. Thettaéis period, Cogus continued to campaign on behalf of Po-
fore, the National & Class Struggles are intertwined anditical Prisoners with Marches, Pickets and BActizin
separableOur Struggle is also international. We advocasgainst the scalled Justice Minister in the North. The op-
acting in solidarity with other Adiperialist and Socialist pressive Prison Regime includes forcedtapching,
Campaigns Wordide. Beatings, Sectarian Intimidation and Harassment. Regardless
It is the duty of the Irish Socialist Republic to provide Sof whatever Regime lIrish Political Prisoners are held in
cial, Solidarity, GOperation and Care , from the cradle t€ogus will continue to support them and their families lon
the graveWe must participate in the everyday strugglestof outside and we are proud to do so!
the WorkingClass regardless of ethnic, cultural, sexual orRNU and Cogus demand the immediate release of In-
religious differences. F temedd®riseners, MariantPdce &N Maitis Casely bothofg | e
liberation of the WorkinGlass by the Workif@@ass and who have already served lengthy terms of imprisonment at
the key to that process is-®sifpowerment through strug-the behest of the British Government. We also call for an

gle. end to Internment by Remand, where scores of Republican
RNUG6s POW Department i s Prsdnérseate halldog duer threeayaars) continsiduslywabused
which means conscience. Our Network view Political PBsil, before appearing at a Diplock Trial. These Trials are
oners held in Maghaberry and Portlaocise Gaols as our stihwithout Juries, are named after the Law Lord Diplgck
science. We help support those prisoners in every waywigo introduced them in 1973. Theses draconian and unjust
can, by highlighting the injustices they suffer. Cogus playedsamust also end as they abuse the most basic of Human
central role in negotiations which led to the 2010 AgreeRights.

Martin Og Meehan: Message of support.

Why We Must Fight to Free Mohamed Hamid sy Tony Fox

M ohammed Hami dés daug hhasged witta @mmitting & arsdsit was al basedea
of the speakers at IRPSG/Brent LRC meetingspeculation on what his listeners took from what he said.
28th February 28 at Conway Hall. These two are in essence chargedpaittical sympathy
He is one of the many foitetAIM® of those whB haivet addptadomethodsbowiradivic
rord |l anguishing i n pr irerismThatisHiey, ikaus, ara in poditisal syrdpathy avitho
fourteen other men, in the wake of the 2005 Loralbrthose who are atnperialist, including those who
bombings and charged wi tdopt éhpse methiod$ toright imperialisno with which wer «
On 26th February 2008 Hamid was found guiltymay strongly disagree but nevertheless we are-all anti
6providing terrorist t rlamme migd!| iasntd aéss csloi cwiet imugs t mu
sentenced to an 0i ndet e ordertomdineain sueawh rggmstefight Imperiapsm vithi ¢
tiond with a tariff ( mi onriowmunathotsefrnrags revmlitionarg mobilisation.e a r s
which he will only be released if the Parole Board decl@hes Birmingham 6 were all Republicans (unlike the
he is sufficiently low risk to be freed. The trial was Wasédford 4) and it was on the basis of their politics they
on the same O6principl e dwetelweongly convietednon whatSvasenpvhre miscsftiagen
jail 8 both have never committed any crime and arefjpitstice but as political hostages to frighten the rest of
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Free Mohamed Hamid F n E E
the Irish community) their innocence was clear to
Irish republican sympathisers and the Irish commun MG"AMMED HAM'D
generab jailing innocent people on a political camp — I .
whipped up by the p#onperialist mass media had - 4 - 7 ‘ ‘
intended effect of terrorising and making illegal pol
support for a united Ireland and getting Britain out o
occupied six norteastern counties. The big demons
tions in supports of the struggle in Ireland stoppec
mediately after the 1974 bombings in England.

The case of the Guildford 4 was in some ways @/
both groups spend 16 years in jail for crimes of v
they were wholly innoce@itout the Birmingham 6 wel
6guil tyd odtheRSailgfardd were roneve
Republicans, they just came from the wrong plac
theyknew Republicdgsu could scarcely come from !
nationalist six counties without knowing Republic ) !
No, convicting random victindsand it was important t i

the British state that the whole Irish community k pAINTBALUNG IS NOT A mlME

both groups to be innocedthad the effect of spreadit x
even greater terror in the whole community than the freehamid.blogspot.com

of Birmingham. _ ~ PAINTBALLING = WEAPONS TRAINING
It was the same method the Nazis used in Lidice, iatTING A WATERMELON = TERRORISM
small village in Czechoslovakia 1942 in reprisal forrth&NING

assassination of Reich Protector Reinhard HeydricRROPAGATING ISLAM = TERROR RECRUITMENT
the late spring of 1942. It was on orders from Adolf Hit-EASE HELP US STOP THIS INJUSTICE NOW!
ler and ReichsfiihreBS Heinrich Himmler that it wagetition: http://www.petitiononline.com/Hamid/
completely destroyed by German forces. On 10 Jgigon.html, _
1942, all 173 men over 16 years of age from the villag&ree Muhammed Hamid Facebook group has 4,361
were executed, all the rest of the men were exe ers including MPs, Councillors and public figures.
when found é After the Igemyhammed@aro ps._faceboolj.com, 153 women
X (o] Qo fofhail.c %H‘ y N
and 17 children returned. tfaﬁﬁ?s 'S ({ e BBCOs accou
the Mohamed Hami dd&s t r i defeating their war aims of subordinating all economies
Hami d was not himself padngalloour liygg totthernboergl ngesls oh §VallsStreey ; 7
bomb plot. But investigators say he played a critical rolamsl the City of London and their allied rmuational
the radicalisation of the men who carried the devicesmpanies.
The pair and another man were arrested in October 2004nd to take the analogy to its clear conclusicimil
in a row over their preaching stall in Oxford Street. Hanjigerties and political and democratic rights are indivisi-
allegedly told the arresting officer that his name Wjs e cannot demand it for ourselves whilst at the same
? Os g :’”a bin Lo I” |d ono and O lGh Genfing it tothodeWRE ar@ dpPosdddd™Briflsh inf! 9
° _ ow you a ) upo. perialism in Ireland or the Middle East or anywhere else.
David Farrell QC, prosecuting, told the court the ffge immortal words of Pastor Martin Niemoller:
intention behind Hami daFﬁsttWe??cﬁ}ﬁeSortWe'&di'nmdniéts!, ks were cl
They were nothing short ofa  gr oo mi ng amelc i a ngijsgny gftors pddask@ fout beca
fected Muslim men, slowly and sometimes subtly, YigRarBg ¢Bf{B for the socialists,

and radicalising for jihad .- P didndét speak out beca
So to take the analogy a bit further, all those whg they came for the trade unionists,

Irish Republicans or who support the aims of IrishRg-¢ | di dnét speak out beca

publicans areoliticallgs guilty as Stephen Murney atién they came for the Jews,

Mohamed Hamid and, if the political situation requyes,y | di dndt speak out beca

could expect a knock on the door in the middle oftifgn they came for the Catholics,

night with charges withpeghavighgnsetepetak d¢dh@tpescud
terrorismo, i.e. the pothénlthecane forthems of expelling |
from Ireland or the Middle East or anyWhere elseaﬁﬂqhere was no one left to Speak for me
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Thomas Spence, agrarian socialism, commu-
nism and the working class ey auwence Humphries

' and hanged.
I The capitalist state used spies,

%oAD G-,A R '," _‘ § infiltrators and paid agents to

homas Spence, an Ag
ian Socialist was born
Newcastle upon Tyne in 17

This period was a ferment ‘ %) .. infiltrate behead and destroy
Revolutionary activity infl | E ) | the movement. This was the
enced by the Revolution » I - climate that Spence and his
developments in Frang THOMAS SPENCE followers flourished in. Spence

Spence moved to London & R advocated a plan called
became a bookseller and | oS 0Spensoni ad wher
reformer. He was influencedf | By Quayaliio, Naweass i ‘be common ownership and
the Utopian Socialist ideals} | s land distributio
Robert Owen. g for the rights of men and women. i / would be taken into common
Britain in the 1790s was dda ¥’ Founded a sckooloom ana 5 @ owner $3hiop6Ri ght
sive for Revolutionary Polit vt' LR PR EL R LD MY - equal share of the land is seen
in Britain. Many middle cla first and foremost as a means
radicals like Cobden, Brig® s 10 give everyone access to pro-
and Place were active for pa® ductive capital in which they
mentary reform. The great k can work f o4. the
form Act of 1832 was a lo. = s These policies were far re-
way off. Many of these Mid(___... = s Brsnens - Mmm-& moved from the reformist
class Radicals were active in the ideas of Robert Owen and his
Corresponding Societies which were the germ of fistarery system at Lanark.

Trade Unionism in Britain. Spence advocated a Utopian Communist society of little
Spence was part of the continuation of Commdaisters and little Master men with parishes of self
politics that had emerged in the 1640s under Evggasdy e r n me nt . Spenceds Vviews
Wi nstanley and the O6Di g@ghearstbi.stoLd &mand nstaaivloeyat ad
Diggers Spence and his followers took radical ideBlogp nt erre OO6Brien and Jul.i

i nto the wor[l.dhedcbrrespanding asvhd tednthie great Working class movement that would
cieties were the embryo of future working class organisee r ge af t er Spenceds deat!l
tions and Trade Unions. Edward Thompson in itheEngels paid great attention to the Chartist movement
6Making of t he Engl i sh awbworked dogely @ithanany @ their keaderss h o wn |
the Corresponding Societies were to have a great idflé&c Nat i onal assembly woul o
ence on Working class ofrgdhvisdutabs s[q]. rSpekdaartes Witisigd ssohl
dence that by the end of 1816 the Spenceans had reswgght to lay out a concise plan on how his Communist
ised their work, in sections and divisions, on the oldsplac i ety woul d be renewed ac
of the London Corresponding Sociely aged a process of permanent revolutionary upheaval until
Spence a member of the London Correspondingsazic i ety had been rest f6uct ur
ety agitated for Land reform, the abolition of pri&pence was also influenced by the Bourgeois Revolutions
property and Communism. He formed a group of ke A mer i ca and France of 1°
minded followers. They were called Spenceans. Theystiem of selfovernment could be compared to the Par-
cluded, Artisans, small producers and journeymen. Wartkh Commune on whi ch Mar X
ing class activity against poverty basic rights and adiving i | war in Francedé. The |
wage had led to several insurrectionary movementskbaingi s Commune i s more adva
for med. The most pr omi npanmsh goverhmeithese were o0The Lu
ditesd6 amongst textil e wodek emasy ihmvieamoad eimpe ated
shire. They saw their livelihoods threatened with thesn- a means of bringinfg. abo
troduction of the Power Looms and the use of modém Spensonia document further lists his constitutional
machinery. There was very little Poor law relief and @ivaseand policies.
workers would be left to starve together with their Fand- These rights are equalit
lies. The Luddites armed into small bands organised i@ids| | human beings are eque
to smash the Power looms and even attack the Capitalisisand inalienable property in the earth and its natural
in their own homes. Many Workers were shot, arresee¢d our ce s 0

Courageous, pioneering campaigner
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Thomas Spence

oLanded property always was originally acquired
by conquest or encroachment on the common property
of mamki ndé

OHence it is plain that the | and or the earth be
all times to the living inhabitants of the said country or

nei ghbourhood i[8. one equal manner 6

EP Thompson in his Making of the English working

class makes several references to O6Spenceansd an

aims of a revolutionary Communist Government.

0Spence took up Painebds argument against hereditar

tocracy and carried them to their conclusion. We must

destroy not only personal and hereditary Lordship, but the

cause of theirs whidllfl i s pprpérnvcacet d ofeodpedT.y SipeNEC&.n d76
Spence and his followers supported the insurrectionary =~ MENT FOR HIGH TREASON. 1794

movement that was put down with much savagery bgeheof common ownership and Utopian Communism

Capitalist state. One of his leading followers, Thomaw&s/-never realised. Scientific Socialism and Marxism

ans, was active in the London Corresponding societyard be developed by Marx and Engels. Both Marx and

advocated insurrection, arming their supporters thrBagkls were active in the First International. Marx to-

drilling and other activities, but there is no evidencegéther with Chartists like Ernest Jones and Julian Harney

Spence himself S uppor t ewbuldidevelop théhitieastohSeientifiSSp@atism eluring then

was directly implicated in insurrectionary conspiracy imiddte part of the Nineteenth century. Thomas pence like

clear but he certainly believed in the methods of thalludtopian Communists believed that Communism would

derground, the secret press, the anonymous handb@h@erde without the need for a disciplined and Centralised

t he Tavfiln Clubbéd Revolutionary party dedicated to the overthrow of Com-
This working class movement was composed of Jaraisiism. As yet Communism was just developing and

Emigrés, Scottish weavers, English Jacobins and Mnitadh out an or gani sed and me

Irishmen. There were naval mutinies in 1797. working class® and its orge
0The Spencean advocat ebe difflbudt dbut mooerthe less $pénce and ptheolUtopians

amongst the Trades Clubs especially among the shaovatik-a great contribution to Communist thought and

ers. Their policy that all feudality or Lordship in theasgilt i on t hr ough his writing

be abolished and the territory declared to be the pdupleslieved that by written word and the use of the Bible

common [Rlar mo this would be enough to convert Workers, Artisans and
Spence and Hi s 0Spenc e aouméymanitokis visioh af Commuymisne, dltharigh sirdike r

stanley and the o0Digger¥onseael e&af opeawa€ommu miascti &

Land reformers. Unlike Winstanley Spence never inj@ad-were to be seized by the people and reconstituted

tice started a commune luinkerthdedoDi oggvFks &hi p and c
Spence was arrested many times for his views and pre-

vented from putting hi sNof‘égpensoni ad into practice

followers had influence in the London Correspon(flng S ‘

Societ d t fi fth i | . Spence, Thomas P_|gos. Meat ¢

I€ly and amongst Sections of the working class. Thompson EP, The Making of the English Working Class p.

Informers and paid agents infiltrated many of gthe

Trades Clubs in London and many of the insurrectie&fyence, Thomas Ibid. p. 23

movements Il i ke 0The Pl W GpenfR) THoinas Bid. pazs d 0The Luddi t «

Movement 6 was defeat ed 5apedce, Thdmasibid.p.35eader s hanged

shot. Many working class radicals suffered the fate 6f &pence, Ibid. p. 42

noose because of these informers. In the 1790s 7r&gence, Thomas Ibid. p. 46

Union organisation was illegal, many workers met fh 3g8ence, Thomas Ibid. p. 92

cret with an underground press and secret oaths \jjtRP§nce. Thomas Ibid. p. 60

special pass words. There would be guards on the Jodf@mpson EP, ibid. p. 161

. ~11°Spence, Thomas , lbid. p. 62

and you would have to know the password to gain ‘?LQ'FWhompson EP. Ibid. p. 614

They also armed themselves for protection. 13. Spence, Thomas Ibid. p. 50. o
Spenceds revolutionary plan never came to fruitioc

Leon Trotsky: | am confident of the victory of the Fourth International; Go Forward!



